
6th Grade Summer Reading List 

Titles-Select One Summary 

A Wrinkle in Time 
Madeleine L’Engle 
740 Lexile 
  

Meg Murry, her extraordinary little brother Charles Wallace, and schoolmate 

Calvin O'Keefe make the acquaintance of eccentric Mrs. Whatsit and friends 

(who turn out to be extraterrestrial beings). Together they journey through a 

wrinkle in time, a tesseract, to rescue the Murrys' missing father from an evil 

presence (likened by some interpreters to a black hole), and a sinister brain 

called IT. Although this is fantasy, the characters are portrayed realistically and 

sympathetically.  

The Running Dream 
Wendelin Van 

Draanen 
650 Lexile 
  

Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She's not 

comforted by the news that she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic 

leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run? As she struggles to cope 

with crutches and a first cyborg-like prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly both in the 

spotlight and invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like she's not 

there. Which she could handle better if she weren't now keenly aware that she'd 

done the same thing herself to a girl with CP named Rosa, a girl who is going 

to tutor her through all the math she's missed, and a girl who sees right into the 

heart of her. With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track 

teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. But that's not enough for 

her now. She doesn't just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take 

Rosa with her. 

The President Has 

Been Shot 
James L. Swanson 
1080 Lexile 

James Swanson’s story about the Kennedy assassination will transport readers 

back to one of the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in American 

history. As he did in his bestselling Scholastic YA book, CHASING 

LINCOLN'S KILLER, Swanson will deploy his signature "you are there" style 

-- a riveting, ticking-clock pace, with an unprecedented eye for dramatic details 

and impeccable historical accuracy -- to tell the story of the JFK assassination 

as it has never been told before.  

Chomp 
Carl Hiaasen 
800 Lexile 

Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an animal wrangler, so he's grown up 

with all manner of gators, snakes, parrots, rats, monkeys, and snappers in his 

backyard. The critters, he can handle. His father is the unpredictable one.  
When his dad takes a job with a reality TV show called Expedition Survival!, 

Wahoo figures he'll have to do a bit of wrangling himself—to keep his dad 

from killing Derek Badger, the show's inept and egotistical star, before the 

shoot is over. But the job keeps getting more complicated. Derek Badger 

foolishly believes his own PR and insists on using wild animals for his stunts. 

And Wahoo's acquired a shadow named Tuna—a girl who's sporting a shiner 

courtesy of her father and needs a place to hide out.  

Treasure Hunters:  

Down the Nile 
James Patterson 
810 Lexile 

Bick Kidd and his globe-trotting siblings Beck, Storm and Tommy may have 

completed their first treasure hunt after their father was lost at sea, but their 

kidnapped mother is still in the hands of nasty pirates. Their search for a rescue 

plan takes them down the Nile river in Africa, where they'll have to navigate 

everything from Egyptian pyramids in the desert to wet-and-wild jungles--not 

to mention life-threatening encounters with wilderness diseases, angry hippos 



and some seriously bad guys--in order to find the treasure and save the day. 

Out of My Mind 
Sharon Draper   
700 Lexile 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 

photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has 

ever experienced.  Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she’s 

determined to let everyone know it…somehow. 

Chasing Lincoln’s 

Killer 
James L. Swanson  
980 Lexile 

The thrilling, true story of the 12-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth 

– the man who assassinated President Abraham Lincoln. 

GRADE 6 STUDENT RECOMMENDED TITLE 

Million Dollar 

Throw 
Mike Lupica 
960 Lexile 

What would you do with a million dollars, if you were 13? Nate Brodie is 

nicknamed “Brady” not only for his arm, but also because he’s the biggest Tom 

Brady fan. He’s even saved up to buy an autographed football. And when he 

does, he wins the chance for something he’s never dreamed of—to throw a 

pass through a target at a Patriots game for one million dollars. Nate should be 

excited. But things have been tough lately. His dad lost his job and his family 

is losing their home. It’s no secret that a million dollars would go a long way. 

So all Nate feels is pressure, and just when he needs it most, his golden arm 

begins to fail him. Read to find out what will happen to Nate.   

GRADE 6 TITLES FOR RESOURCE STUDENTS 
Resource level students should select one book from the list above or the list below. 

The One and Only 

Ivan 
 Katherine Applegate 
 570 Lexile 

 (Resource Students 

Only) 

Ivan is an easy going gorilla living at the Exit 8 Big Top mall and Video 

Arcade.  He’s used to people watching him and rarely misses the jungle.  Then 

he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see 

their home through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and 

it’s up to Ivan to make it a change for the better. 

Because of Mr. 

Terupt 
Rob Buyea   
560 Lexile 

(Resource Students 

Only) 

It’s the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. All of them have 

their own problems and fears.  Mr. Terupt has a way of making the classroom a 

fun place, even if he doesn’t let them get away with much until the snowy 

winter day when an accident changes everything. 

  

 


